Orlando Rocha

From: john sweeney [john@supercardirect.com]
Sent: Monday, June 20, 2011 11:05 AM

To: schappell@suisunrcd.org

Cc: orocha@suisunrcd.org

Subject: Chipps Island Levee Break on Woodin Side
Attachments: IMG_1747 JPG; IMG_1746.JPG

Steve

As you may know I bought the Mastelottos side of Chipps Island last year and now Thad Woodins
side. He was to be off last Friday and when he left and pulled his barge out he caused one
heck of a large mess. The levee broke and is now about 508 feet across just past where his
house barge was. I went with Mike Frost and Dutra today to get a quote to seal it before it
grows. Estimate we need 1000 ton of rock and then ability to fill with mud behind.

I need a bit of help on two fronts. One what permits did Woodin have for maintenance or
dredging out there? I need to get an emergency permit to fix this with rock asap then
backfill with mud. No way to stop this breach without rock. Here are two pics of it as of
today. From what I know it broke the night of the 11th and has grown since.

Or if do i just need to file an emergency permit with whom?

John Sweeney
(415)686-08907












Orlando Rocha

From: john sweeney [jchn@supercardirect.com]

Sent: Wednesday, June 22, 2011 7:30 AM

To: schappell@suisunrcd.org; orocha@suisunrcd.org
Subject: Chipps Update

Steve and Orlando

Per ususal no reply from my calls to Army Corps. Same thing happened last month when we tried
to address the old break and left several messages with no reply.

Im planning to get a barge out next week with a crane and an excavator. With some luck we
hope to use two 40' shipping containers on each side of the break to form a backstop which
can then be filled. The containers would the be removed as soon as levee dries. Army corps
used them in New Orleans the same way. We would secure them in place using two old piles on
each side. Its best to try and fix levee without rock first. If that fails we can have Dutra
bring it in. Chipps levee in that area is very soft so the least amount of weight the better.

Since we cannot afford to let it grow Im going to mobilize these guys on their schedule as
soon as they can get out there. Im hopeful we can at least get some sort of permit in place
but my partners have told me to fix it asap regardless.

I can send a detail of the scope if you like. Any help would be appreciated.

Here is a pdf of the container stuff
http://www.seament.biz/files/ASBPASeamentPresentation. pdf

John Sweeney



From: john sweeney <john@supercardirect.com>
Subject: Chipps iSland levee break RGP 5
Date: June 23, 2011 11:10:59 AM POT
To' david.m.wickens@usace.army.mil
Ce: orocha@suisunrcd.org
: 2 Attachments, 4.4 MB

David-

1 need 1o get a permit asap going on the fix of the break at Chipps. | have had Dutra, Sait River and Mike Frost Construction out and we have agreed on
two ways to proceed.

First since Chipps levees are soft as is 1illing with rock first off could be wasted as it may just sink. So we would like to bring a barge over and place two

40 containers infront and behind the break to slow the tiow. Them with a long reach excavator fill the levee with mud and then wait for it to dry for a few

weeks then add more. After a month remove the two water ballasted containers and hopefully the levee will be fixed. A similar method was used in New
Orleans by Army Corps and cther with a company called SeaBox.

If that fails we would bring in rock from dutra in Rio Vista and build a prism wall to stop the flow and then back fill with mud. Either way we need to use
mud to rebuild it as its probably the only thing light enough to not sink.

Attached are the pics of the break and please et me know what form to fill out. | am totally bound by the barge companies schedules so the only time |
can get equipment to Island is end of next week.

With a 60 foot long reach we would propably not be able to reach enough material from the inside of Island so we may need to grab mud from the inner
slough. PLease advise on how | proceed.

John Sweeney
New Owner Chipps Island







From: "Wickens, David M SPN" <David.M.Wickens @ usace.army.mit>
Subject: Chipps island Levee Breach (UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: June 23, 2011 1:51:38 PM PDT
To: john sweeney <john@supercardirect.com>, "Monarres, Laurie, SPN” <Laurie.A.Monarres@usace.army.mit>
Cc: <sred@castles.com>

Classtfication: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Sweeney,

Thank you for sending an email/pictures regarding the leves break on your
property at Chipps Island, located within the Suisun Marsh, Solano County,
California. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers understands the importance of
finding a timaly solution to this situation.

Based on the information you submitted [ believe it would be most prudent for
you to immediately coordinate with the Suisun Marsh Resource Conservation
District (RCD) to explore the potential for repairing the breach in

compliance with the guidslines outlined in Regional General Permit 3 (RGP3).
A copy of the permit is located at:

hitp:/iwww.spnusace.army.milregulatory/permitnumber3.pdf

It it is determined RGP3 is not suitable to authorize your proposed levee
repairs, please continue to coordinate with the Suisun Marsh RCD and contact
the Corps for additional guidance.

Please smail me at david.m.wickens@usace.army.mil or call me at 415-503-6787
it you have any questions.

Thank you,

David Wickens

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
San Francisco District
Regulatory Branch

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE



From: "Orlando Rocha" <ORocha@SuisunRCD.org>
Subject: RE: Chipps Island Levee Breach (UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: June 23, 2011 3:23:30 PM PDT
To: “john sweeney" <john@supercardirect.com>
4 Attachments, 477 KB

john,

Here is what | put together, if you could put the lacation of the breach on a map of some kind that would be great, | have a general

idea of where the breach is, but if you can point out the exact spot out that would be better. just look it over, sign the first page and |

will work with Dave, after you send it back to me.
Call me if you have any questions

Orlando

Orlando Rocha

SRCD Biologist

Water Manager Program
2544 Grizzly Island Rd

Suisun City, CA 94585

Office: 707-426-2431 ext 300
Cell: 707-631-0819

From: john sweeney [mailto: john@supercardirect.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2011 2:03 PM

To: schappell@suisunrcd.org; orocha@suisunrcd.org
Subject: Fwd: Chipps Island Levee Breach (UNCLASSIFIED)

Here is his reply just like 1as§ time said I have to go through SRCD.
John

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Wickens, David M SPN" <David.M.Wickens@usace.army.mil>
Date: June 23, 2011 1:51:38 PM PDT

To: john sweeney <j rcardi >, "Monarres, Laurie, SPN"
<Laurie.A.Monarres @usace.army.mil>
Cc: <srcd@castles.com>

Subject: Chipps Island Levee Breach (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Sweeney,

Thank you for sending an email/pictures regarding the levee break on your
property at Chipps Island, located within the Suisun Marsh, Solano County,
California. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers understands the importance of
finding a timely solution to this situation.



Based on the information you submitted I believe it would be most prudent for
you to immediately coordinate with the Suisun Marsh Resource Conservation
District (RCD) to explore the potential for repairing the breach in
compliance with the guidelines outlined in Regional General Permit 3 (RGP3).
A copy of the permit is located at:

v/ mil/ I
If it is determined RGP3 is not suitable to authorize your proposed levee
repairs, please continue to coordinate with the Suisun Marsh RCD and contact
the Corps for additional guidance.

Please email me at david.m. wickens@usace.army.mil or call me at 415-503-6787

if you have any questions.
Thank you,

David Wickens

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
San Francisco District
Regulatory Branch

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE
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Orlando Roéha

From: Steven Chappell [SChappell@SuisunRCD.org]
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 1:11 PM

To: ‘Oriando Rocha'

Subject: FW: Chipps Island (UNCLASSIFIED)
Orlando,

Please put this in the file.
Steve

----- Original Message-----

From: Wickens, David M SPN [mailto:David.M.Wickens@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 12:39 PM

To: SChappell@SuisunRCD.org

Subject: RE: Chipps Island (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Excellent. Thanks for untanéling the information.
1'11 look for Orlando's email.

Dave

----- Original Message-----

From: Steven Chappell [mailto:SChappell@SuisunRCD.org]
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 11:40 AM

To: Wickens, David M SPN
Cc: 'Orlando Rocha'
Subject: Chipps Island

Dave,

After we spoke on the phone yesterday it took me some time to put all the
pieces together to fully address your questions.

John Sweeny has recently purchased two properties on Chipps Island, isolated from each other
by the old Sacramento Northern Railroad Levee.

* Property 915 is a managed wetland unit which the exterior levee
failed this week.

* Property 910 has a levee breach that has been there since 1995.

1



I think some confusion has occurred because John contacted you a few weeks ago with questions
about permit requirements to repair the old breached levee for Property 91@. I had told him
that I felt that this levee repair would not be covered under the RGP 3 and would require an
individual permit.

Subsequently, the exterior levee failed on Property 915 (uncontrollably flooding the
managed wetlands and damaging the property) and he contacted you and SRCD about 2 permit to
repair this newly beached exterior levee.

Orlando has been working with John directly and provided him the link the RGP

5 and encouraged him to consider a breach repair alternative that complies

with the existing RGP 3 permit terms and conditions. Orlando has received

an urgent request for the RGP3 from John Sweeny and he will be transmitting it to you today.

Steve

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE




Orlando Rocha

From: Steven Chappell [SChappell@SuisunRCD.org]
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 11:40 AM

To: ‘Wickens, David M SPN’

Cc: '‘Orlando Rocha'

Subject: Chipps Island

Dave,

After we spoke on the phone yesterday it took me some time to put all the pieces together to fully address your
questions.

John Sweeny has recently purchased two properties on Chipps Island, isolated from each other by the old Sacramento
Northern Railroad Levee. '

o Property 915 is a managed wetland unit which the exterior levee failed this week.
e Property 910 has a levee breach that has been there since 1995.

| think some confusion has occurred because John contacted you a few weeks ago with questions about permit
requirements to repair the old breached levee for Property 910. | had toid him that | felt that this levee repair would
not be covered under the RGP 3 and would require an individual permit.

Subsequently, the exterior levee failed on Property 915 (uncontrollably flooding the managed wetlands and damaging
the property) and he contacted you and SRCD about a permit to repair this newly beached exterior levee. Orlando has
been working with John directly and provided him the link the RGP 5 and encouraged him to consider a breach repair
alternative that complies with the existing RGP 3 permit terms and conditions. Orlando has received an urgent request
for the RGP3 from John Sweeny and he will be transmitting it to you today.

Steve




Orlando Rocha

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Tracking:

Dave,

Orlando Rocha [ORocha@SuisunRCD.org]

Friday, June 24, 2011 2:22 PM

Wickens, David

'john sweeney'; 'SChappell@SuisunRCD.org'

915 Urgent and or Unforeseen Work Request

915 Urgent USACE request 002.jpg; 915 Urgent USACE request 003.jpg; 915 Urgent USACE
request 004.jpg; 915 Urgent USACE request 001.pdf; 915 Urgent USACE request map
001.jpg

Recipient Read

Wickens, David

‘john sweeney'

'SChappell@SuisunRCD.org' Read: 6/27/2011 8:31 AM
Wickens, David M SPN Read: 6/24/2011 2:39 PM

Here is the Urgent request for unforeseen work that is causing uncontrolted flooding of Club 915. Let me know if you.
have any questions, Talk to you soon

Orlando

Orlando Rocha
SRCD Biologist

Water Manager Program
2544 Grizzly Island Rd
Suisun City, CA 94585

Office: 707-426-2431 ext 300

Cell: 707-631-0819




From: "QOrlando Rocha® <ORocha@SuisunRCD.org>
Subject: RE: Chipps Istand Levee Breach (UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: June 24, 2011 3.06:23 PM PDT
To: "john sweeney™ <john@supercardirect.com>
Cc. <SChappell@SuisunRCD.org>
2 Attachments, 5.4 MB

John,

{ sent the urgent request to Dave Wickens, so now we will wait for his response, if he has not responded by Monday | will follow up
with him. | have attached both the Biologica! opinion and the RGP3 in their entirety for your review. | will also send you hard copies
in the mail soon. Both of these documents describe the rules and regulations while doing work within the Suisun Marsh. If for some
reason the scope of work to repair the breach on 915 is outside of these two documents, you will have to use a different avenue like
the RGP 5 process to complete the work. Let me know if you have any other questions, and or need any further help.

Orlando

Orlando Rocha

SRCD Biologist

Water Manager Program
2544 Grizzly island Rd

Suisun City, CA 94585

Office: 707-426-2431 ext 300
Cell: 707-631-0819

From: john sweeney [mailto:john@supercardirect.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2011 6:52 PM

To: Orlando Rocha

Subject: Re: Chipps Island Levee Breach (UNCLASSIFIED)

w w

o rot

NMFS 2008 ...pdf (3.4 MB) US Aumy Cor....ndf (2.0 MB)




SRCD LS ONLY
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USACE WETLANDS MAINTENANCE PERMIT (File Number 242156N)
APPLICATION 2011 Coms approval

AUTHORIZATION REQUEST FOR date

URGENT OR UNFORESEEN MAINTENANCE ACTIVITY
Corps File =
Returp by fax ASAP to: USACE. Atin: David Wickens (413) 503-6690 e e s
(ph. no. 415-503-6787) + Jane Ilicks (ph. no. 415-303-6771) and SRCT). A S AT
Attn: Steven Chappell (707) 425-4402 (ph. no. 707-425-9302)
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Describe urgent maintenance requested: _ S5 L7 7 pir #8547

t:,.vl}-,-.,,,ﬂ eivs 3n z"auxll Corn i Ny / r /;-;LZ,

s
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Size or acreage: _
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Proposcd cubic yards:

Proposed work start:

Muke photocopy of this page for each maintenance request.

John ‘_{WZQW /744:44(//\/( /%M
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/13/ //
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Sighatyfe of person réquesting approval

Tohmnf) Sp 1/ G ISLrn - Cony




| ooty

i

3 .)mlch’\w\_z 9:.: i3 HR T 15 v_nz

FAHDLRI SRS

HOPIENT
HO dVE-HY DNELSIXY
ATTSNOIAR YA HOV 1Y

. SHHOLIT HODIINT

< PAADUE TR U GRS SER e w
i ) FOLICHOM
Ay e ey JYSH | oois | 2we XAONIVATY | L

LPOAGTUAT TITSTHIT AR e SUOD e 10w

BT OO0 TH0 B0 P

FEXET
RIXSI

200 oD

PTXPC ; o
L SHUILIU A WHNTHIS
R1XR1 ’

BUO ADAD

NOQLLOE GNO

sl pAs Ui i
SO TIONEA0] Py a2 ad Xy amaipi

THORINOEY
u_m:v?_ _ BMED:
VIR m.:&

g pasopus
Eu._..t&

5 70 HOIBSe] ol 3

SHW LN RS TIOMINGD
WALV M HORELING
AAN JO NOLIVL Y

deai pasopud

WOTIEIO] L SR A SR

i d i
iduad samBi s,
WA ELNCIY Wi

LS

YV

W

il posioun
LB N KRt T ]

SAVIHN TNY WNRLLNQD
WALV TIVESNEHY
HO HIVETY TTIVISNL

o §aea’ i Gonest| put “adL)

PP PSP PR R

{naanLe e
sagpduns @l QNN
TN VR
HOBEILX  DNELSTXC MV

(NOSITHET RN AL 1) LI ANV NILLNIVIN SUNVTL

MEVINIddY O

IM CTOVSH

SREA IO | NOHVA | b WVEINTT | (ARPpan TV A A
VLV v THEAN —
NGHAROD  TYROLLIAOY ans snun | 08D ,_.w.: o Odtnbg | O AVEINE] HOVANIY FHOM AG AL
Jo gy VLY (HISOdUN LSOO
¢ : e L e S T ; d ysmues A1
LOU 755 - ¢ \\x e 5T naquany auoyd ineiued S

n i
LA

en? 17
v EES
i 4
tq. \‘m

aagunt IS
wppag] DUNT 0L




zang

ONIAVED ANV ]
“IVIMALLVIN FOVANNS 31
DNICAAY " LRIVIN O

DNINUV ONLLSIXE

) INICIVHOKINY
Thass Y SIVEEVIN SIOVANAS |

>3 _ ; DNV INTVIN L1
EIVON ONLESIY

SINUOLLY 1
CNY diNDd NIYHU

N A0 ROLLVTIVISNI

o
-

U R ATV R N LR P T 1 G

SUNEIH DNEESIXE .
AW LER LIV IO |G ]
- HO REN TV

faras axd AR 0YEEY e

RO UOTEI0] pie =y

BNIDSIA 1|

o . NOLL¥ TN
desl) ~f WALV HOT SO,

SPHIDTER PAPRIE S IIA MR SR R

| D<K | |

CINC)E NIV ID

l.
i ONILSING 40 DNIHOD ¢ —
IRV PRSG{ID o uouedy audipll

SHIAS T ONLLSIXA
wonenxcravan |

AR
e gy

SAORY P RIIIO (i

SHAATTONELSIXG )
sonaNt wivasn (0]

SR P pAInEY [itopia

STEDIM 10 | QCIUV A AR

. Ly I . ' JAVLS GOV
SLRBAWOD IVNOLLIGAOV s WAL NI O Y AR MUOAL O B AL
HHlL) wpoa | FISOAONd e T NAOM A0 HHAL
Joapoy IVILLOV CHISOLO U

..,!x o » .c,”w

V > TN aequanu duotfd 1duned S
INOSITET QNN 21D LHNY S GONVNILINIVIN SONVLLM FOVEN Lpf i, HRquinu duysipumo
NOLLVOUddY LT : CprTN Y fww i awen Qg




0 ) Sunaop pameged st chadyg

UOHRZIARIA HRTELOD s e a0 crachyg
ARSI UL LR LU BV L Pk st tching
.i_uﬁ: [S30)

chaxdus Fapsie Kpmotangd SO poosgd Speo dox Iyt

SADE ILNND w dusdet souplong.,.

14 rwsm&m

COPMLASD] )2 SUMN ¢

womREdas waiare amopx; ik e wr peouyd Sy
DALY WOV SZLEHLGL O pRjcpsEssa-aad s iy
(X1 PTG O A0C] SIVHLT §7) S0 Aoy e mvyﬂu_a igey

SPEWA JFPIALEE O

TIOERTEA REELEECEY OU DAL} SDOAD] JOLIIND S PEOYERISE BT GBI AN
3 APRCIE: IR SEROSI QI pA uuu‘..ﬁ_a LIPS AR

NS LA SOLITIXD ALHE JO RONRES),

Aprrhey LOIERALY K0 60 Bnsec oSS KO |, R0 ey

HEL AT SERY 100 SRRk g

ROTISEA Em jo wiclop avop paaeid adig

USR] 1 xelcp sse-oud] achid sy

CHPILAA) ST SHUL 7 OF DI AOF O3 a0 REE] £ K ANOT T OD SO (1Y

TR SR

optel asixLanud-funp 30 Spoopy N Awames Sauspe s0) st by,

(ain ] 10 wonog %g) siansnbyy [PUCTHPPY PACES SHSLIYSY A SHJLATIDY .
FUNLLIMULE CT
Wl Fasoua NIV AOIRRLX T MUN
G0 DT JO LSy P SR A BidTiir VO NOLEYTIVESNE | ok
o O BHTA ‘ _ -
SAumlnd g qus paBsosa puaggg ¢ .:2: 5] L N

HOV LI i | s

O 227 K
ANTPUIL 1 A DI PRASERG @01 5

RO RIBENTE :E:xx.__.:r AT ey

NEVHOL |

xS_x X: “SZ"

ON SHA
sesedsd o yuas, prmausar _:}xx::_ n .ﬁ:: §]

1N e
Y Adld

BIBTULR m.:_m

AHAHT WO
NO VAR DNLLSTX Y
AISOOTATN HOVIdu | ok

B EYRITR ) ROUVA (AR | SO Ik
s N - e st R LUVIR I e SLINS )
SLNHWINOD TYNDLLIAAY Ay nan | R0 | asedona | AVANIT Sl om0 aaAL
J0 gy | TIVILLIY SN0

(NOS1ZHT SN LD LN YA ZONYNLLNIVIN SUNVILAM HOVSN

NOLLVOIdd V¥ (1)

»C.\ \\Js ...\;Pf\,mx \\\L..TN.% .TnL g

e

sdggsum suoyd 1900 Sy

v\, aquann digsitag
fw. / ard owamn qnyy
1./ )







s1aAry uinbogp ueg pue ojuswBIIBG

o6
D)
_8_« mNmon
- } mrmh—.
oré ZL
€6
805
608
ies
8e9
129
q 828
€1
929
VOilyoo7
448
2pC T
| Q09
16# |-
*3\\@
€Z€
g ! 0
ST\ o —— s
19LISI(] UOT}BAIISUO)) T
92.IN0SIY uUnsmg s

vi6

b Aeg Jouoy

Aeg unsmg

808

Los
706
o 508
906) ¢ce | 508 208
z08
€08 +0!
08
wun pueis] Azzuo £
vy AjZZ115)
£ls
2!
[45] £E9 24
619
€20
70 %S
3 Zl9 | es 89150 940 pus
ogs aous
1
819 1 e /un
925
628
%S
1o
olg 09
128
609 ot
oo 100 100 uno| puejs)
- s
1zg
62¢
0ge azs
zze
1ze
9zz
oz
sl fiu
1
voe sie a1z
)
£0E 0z _H&
20€ LOE
o 012

71 Aemygiy

1N Yonois INH







DAM 2 FEET

e

>
=2
3







Oriando Rocha

From: Wickens, David M SPN [David.M.Wickens@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 3:10 PM

To: Orlando Rocha

Subject: RE: 915 Urgent and or Unforeseen Work Request (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Orlando,
Thank you for this information. All work allowed under RGP3 is authorized.

Because it seems we have a landowner who is new to the program, please inform him of the
importance of staying within the guidelines of the RGP3 authorization as it applies to his
property.

Please add this urgent work request to next month's list.
Dave Wickens

----- Original Message-----

From: Orlando Rocha [mailto:ORocha@SuisunRCD.org]
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 2:22 PM

To: Wickens, David M SPN

Cc: 'john sweeney'; SChappell@SuisunRCD.org
Subject: 915 Urgent and or Unforeseen Work Request

Dave,

Here is the Urgent request for unforeseen work that is causing uncontrolled flooding of Club
915. tet me know if you have any questions, Talk to you soon

Orlando

Orlando Rocha

SRCD Biologist

Water Manager Program

2544 Grizzly Island Rd
Suisun City, CA 94585
Office: 707-426-2431 ext 300
Cell: 707-631-0819

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED




Orlando Rocha

From: Orlando Rocha [ORocha@SuisunRCD.org]

Sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 3:57 PM

To: ‘john sweeney'

Cc: 'SChappell@SuisunRCD.org’

Subject: FW: 915 Urgent and or Unforeseen Work Request (UNCLASSIFIED)
John,

Here is the email I just received from Dave. Let me know if you have any other questions. You
are ok to proceed with fixing the breach as long as you follow the RGP3 and Biological
opinion.

Keep us updated, Talk to you soon

Orlando

orlando Rocha

SRCD Biologist

Water Manager Program

2544 Grizzly Island Rd
Suisun City, CA 94585
Office: 707-426-2431 ext 36@
Cell: 707-631-0819

————— Original Message-----

From: Wickens, David M SPN [mailto:David.M.wickens@usace.armv.mill
sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 3:10 PM

To: Orlando Rocha :
Subject: RE: 915 Urgent and or Unforeseen Work Request (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Orlando,
Thank you for this information. All work allowed under RGP3 is authorized.

Because it seems we have a landowner who is new to the program, please inform
him of the importance of staying within the guidelines of the RGP3
authorization as it applies to his property.

please add this urgent work request to next month's list.
Dave Wickens

----- Original Message-----

From: Orlando Rocha |mailto:ORocha@SuisunRCD.org|
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 2:22 PM

To: Wickens, David M SPN

Cc: 'john sweeney'; SChappell@SuisunRCD.org
Subject: 915 Urgent and or Unforeseen Work Request

1




Dave,

Here is the Urgent request for unforeseeh work that is causing uncontrolled
flooding of Club 915. Let me know if you have any gquestions, Talk to you soon

Orlando

Orlando Rocha

SRCD Biologist

Water Manager Program

2644 Grizzly Island Rd
Suisun City, CA 94585
Office: 707-426-2431 ext 300
Cell: 707-631-6819

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE




Steve Chappell

From: Steven Chappell [SChappell@SuisunRCD.org]

Sent: Monday, June 27, 2011 8:35 AM

To: 'Orlando Rocha'

Subject: RE: 915 Urgent and or Unforeseen Work Reguest (UNCLASSIFIED)
Orlando,

Good work. Please make hard copies of this corospondance for the file folder and keep me in
the loop if anything changes or the work is complete.

Steve

————— original Message-----

Erom: Orlando Rocha [mailto:ORocha@SuisunRCD.ong]
sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 3:57 PM

To: 'john sweeney'

Cc: SChappell@SuisunRCD.org
Subject: FW: 915 urgent and or Unforeseen Work Request (UNCLASSIFIED)

John,

Here is the email I just received from Dave. Let me know if you have any other questions. You
are ok to proceed with fixing the breach as long as you follow the RGP3 and Biological
opinion.

Keep us updated, Talk to you soon

Orlando

Oorlando Rocha

SRCD Biologist

Water Manager Program

2544 Grizzly Island Rd
Suisun City, CA 94585
Office: 707-426-2431 ext 300
Cell: 7067-631-0819

----- Original Message-----

From: Wickens, David M SPN [mailto:David.M.Wickens@usace.army.mil]
sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 3:10 PM

To: Orlando Rocha

Subject: RE: 915 Urgent and or Unforeseen Work Request (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Orlando,
Thank you for this information. All work allowed under RGP3 is authorized.

Because it seems we have a 1andowner who is new to the program, please
1




?
inform

j

him of the importance of staying within the guidelines of the RGP3

authorization as it applies to his property.

Please add this urgent work request to next month's list.

Dave Wickens

————— Original Message-----

From: Orlando Rocha [mailto:ORocha@SuisunRCD.org]
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 2:22 PM

To: Wickens, David M SPN

Cc: 'john sweeney'; SChappell@SuisunRCD.org
Subject: 915 Urgent and or Unforeseen Work Request

Dave,

Here is the Urgent request for unforeseen work that is causing uncontrolled
flooding of Club 915. Let me know if you have any questions, Talk to you

soon

Orlando

orlando Rocha

SRCD Biologist

Water Manager Program

2544 Grizzly Island Rd
Suisun City, CA 94585
Office: 707-426-2431 ext 300
Cell: 707-631-0818

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
SAN FRANCISCO DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
1455 MARKET STREET, 16™ Floor
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94103-1398

JUL 86 z011

Regulatory Division

SUBJECT: File Number 242156N

s v T T [
JEBEITE
M. Steve Chappell . !H
Suisun Resource Conservation District \ R AR \! v
2544 Grizzly Island Road oL -
Suisun City, California 94585 VIR —
)

Dear Mr. Chappell:

This is in reference to your USACE Wetlands Maintenance Applications submittal received
July 5, 2011, concerning Department of the Army authorization for use of Regional General
Permit 3 (RGP3) at nine (9) private clubs. The maintenance projects are located in the Suisun
Marsh, Solano County, California. The club numbers and activities arc listed in the application
summary (Enclosure 1).

Based on our review of the information provided, we have determined that the proposed
work listed in Enclosure 1, titled “July 2011 Maintenance Applications,” is either exempt from
regulation or is authorized by RGP3.

The project sites in Suisun Marsh may be located within areas identified as Essential Fish
Habitat (EFH) and/or critical habitat for federally listed species under the Endangered Species
Act (ESA). Timing windows and best management practices have been designated for
maintenance activities, and must be observed as outlined in the biological opinions issued by
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, dated March 14, 1986, May 2, 1994, and August 29, 1994, and
by National Marine Fisheries Service, dated January 16, 2008.

This letter confirms the authorization established by RGP3 for Suisun Marsh property owners
to conduct maintenance activities in compliance with the guidelines therein. A copy of the
Regional General Permit is located at the following website:
http://www spn.usace.army.mil/regulatory/permitnumber3.pdf. If you have any questions please
call David Wickens of my staff at (415) 503-6787, or email: «
David.M.Wickens@spd02.usace.army.mil.

Tiloane |

Sincerely,

5,@0% Lo

(e

p

P
[ y7Jane M. Hicks
'/ Chief, Regulatory Division



Enclosure

Copies Furnished (w/o Enclosure):

CDFG, Grizzly Island Wildlife Refuge, Suisun, CA
CDFG, Yountville, CA

US EPA San Francisco, CA

US NMFS, Santa Rosa, CA (Attn: G. Stern)

US FWS, Sacramento, CA

BCDC, San Francisco, CA




- USACE Wetlands M nance Permit (File No. 2421’ 7 Application Summary
sune 2011 Proposed Applications

+x+*Highlighted areas denote work performed on the tidal side of exterior levees

25588N — Potrero Duck Club

(#303)

Repair existing exterior water control structures

Repair existing interior water control structures

Clearing existing interior ditches

Construct new interior ditches

Repair exterior existing levees

Coring of existing levees _

Grading pond bottoms for water circulation

Discing

Existing road maint. ,adding surface material, and grading
Existing parking lot maint., adding surface material, and grading

25185NN - Sunrise Island Duck Club

(#405)

Installation of new interior water control structures
Pond bottom spreader V-ditches

Clearing existing interior ditches

Repair interior existing levees

Repair exterior existing levees

Grading pond bottoms for water circulation
Discing

25239N — Cal Farms

(#425)

Grading pond bottoms for water circulation
Discing

25240N — Tip End
(#426)
Discing

No File # — West Wind Duck Club

(#537)

Replace previously existing rip-rap on interior levees/Ditches
Existing road maint. ,adding surface material, and grading
Replace previously existing rip-rap on exterior levee

25392N - Sleeping Pintail

(#611)

Repair existing interior water control structures
Discing

Amendments

25282N - Volanti Club

(#219)

[nstall, repair, or re-install water control bulkheads
Existing road maint. ,adding surface material, and grading
Replace previously existing rip-rap on exterior levee

25788N — Tule Red

(#339)

Clearing existing interior ditches
Repair interior existing levees

4units 2/24” 2/36”

4units1/24 2/36” 1/42”

20001£/2000cy
20001£/2000cy
5001{/500cy
2001{/100cy
100acres/8000cy

" 100acres

10001f/100cy
1 acres /50cy

2/24/151f
18X18/100001f
30001f/3000cy
30001f/3000cy
30001£/3000cy
22acres/12000cy
58 acres

9acres/807cy
30acres

30acres

10001£/1000cy
15001£/3000cy
10001£/3000cy

lunits/24”
10acres

lunits/251f
501f/12cy
601f/45cy

6001{/50cy
6001f/50cy

1 1 g t
1 ¥ t

OOOQOOOIOOOOO
i bt gt
L Ll

1

[
[

4 ¥
' 1

8-1-11
8-1-11
8-1-11
8-15-11
8-15-11
9-1-11
9-1-11

8-1-11




Urgent and or Unforseen

25257N — Chipps Island Sport and Social Club

(#915)

Clearing existing interior ditches

Repair exterior existing levees

Grading pond bottoms for water circulation

Existing road maint. ,adding surface material, and grading

(5]

30001f/3000cy
1001f/3000cy
2acres/3000cy
1001f/50cy

ASAP
ASAP
ASAP
ASAP




Enclosure 1: List of Clubs ~ 6 - June 2011 Maintenance Applications
2- Amendments 1 — Urgent and or Unforeseen application

Ownership Number (303) Potrero Duck Club 25588N

1.

2. Ownership Number (405) : Sunrise Island Duck Club 25185N
3. Ownership Number (425) Cal Farms 25239N
4.  Ownership Number (426) Tip End 25240N
5.  Ownership Number (537) West Wind Duck Club ~ No File #
6. Ownership Number (611) Sleeping Pintail 25392N

Amendment

1.  Ownership Number (219) Volanti Club 25282N
2. Ownership Number (539) Tule Red 25788N

Urgent and or Unforeseen
1. Ownership Number (915) Chipps Island Sport & Social LLC 25257N




Steven Chappell

From; Steven Chappell [SChappell@SulsunRCD.org]

Sent: Wednesday, August 31, 2011 3:09 PM

To: 'Wickens, David M SPN'

Cec: - '‘Adrienne Klein": 'Orlando Rocha'

Subject: Property 915 - Suisun Marsh

Attachments: Chipp Island Anonymous Photos Aug. 30th, 2011 .pdf; 915 map location.pdf
Dave,

On Tuesday August 30% 2011 SRCD received an anonymous envelope with the attached photo’s labeled Chipps Island -
August 2011. Based upon the photos and labeling, | believe it is in reference to the June 23 2011 Urgent and
Unforeseen Maintenance Application for Property 915 (Corps File #25257N) the repair of an exterior levee breach
repair. The primary contact for the property and applicant for the levee repair is Mr. John Sweeney @ (415) 686-0907 or
john@spinnerisiand.com.

On Friday lune 24" 2011, SRCD received e-mail authorization from you authorizing the exterior levee repair under the
RGP 3. In this e-mail authorization you stated, “Because it seems we have a landowner who is new to the program,
please inform him of the importance of staying within the guidelines of the RGP3 authorization as it applies to his
property.” SRCD forwarded your authorization e-mail to Mr. Sweeny informing him that he was authorized to proceed
with the exterior levee repair as long as he followed the terms and conditions of the RGP3 Permit and the NMFS BO. An
electronic copy of the RGP3 and BO were attached at that time, additionally SRCD mailed a hard copy of the RGP3 and
NMFS BO to Mr. Sweeney.

Based upon the photos, it appears that Mr. Sweeny repaired the exterior levee utilizing a cargo container placed in the
breach. This activity and construction method is not a cover action under the RGP3 or BCDC policies and regulations for
the Suisun Marsh. Unless an USACE individual permit or RGP 5 emergency permit was issued by the Corps for this
project it appears to be a passible violation.

We have the annual USACE audit inspection of permitted activities scheduled for September 162011, Thesiteisan
island and only accessible by boat. | have attempted to contact Mr. Sweeney by phone about the photos, but had not
yet received a response.

Please advise SRCD of the next steps on how you would like to proceed on this issue.

Steven Chappell,
Executive Director, SRCD

ot




Steven Chappell

From: Steven Chappell [SChappell@SuisunRCD.org]

Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 3:52 PM

To: 'Wickens, David M SPN'

Cc: 'Monarres, Laurie, SPN’

Subject: RE: Chipps Island Violation at Club 915 (UNCLASSIFIED)
Dave,

I'm not sure who the new DFG Warden for the Suisun Marsh is? They are so shorthanded, I
seldom see a warm body in the Marsh. I was told the previous warden has taken a promotion.
Would you like me to call over to Yountville and find out who should be notified of this
issue?

I think one issue that must be considered is: will the Corps authorize Mr. Sweeny's use of
the RGP3 for the 2012 work season to obtain addition levee material (from the managed
wetlands) to place behind the Cargo container prior it's removal? Mr. Sweeney stated that
additional material will be required to repair the levee prior to removal of the cargo
container. How should this be permitted?

Additionally, I heard today, but it has not verified, that Mr. Sweeny has recently brought in
several boat docks and installed them in Spoonbill Slough (since our October visit). I have
asked the SRCD Water Managers to inspect and take a photo's on their next gate monitoring
inspection in early December. If this is correct, I will forward you the photos.

Steve Chappell

————— Original Message-----

From: Wickens, David M SPN [mailto:David.M.Wickens@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 2:52 PM.

To: SChappell@SuisunRCD.org

Cc: Monarres, Laurie, SPN

Subject: RE: Chipps Island Violation at Club 915 (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Steve,
Attached is a copy of the letter of alleged violation.

The next step: I will recommend to my supervisor we have a teleconference call with NMFS,
yourself, RWQCB, BCDC, and CA F/G enforcement folks, FWS (anyone I'm leaving out?) regarding
how to best resolve this--in other words, when is the best time to have this thing removed?

Btw, I was contacted a while back by a F/G , an enforcement officer I believe, who was
interested in this information too. I cannot recall who it was. Do you have a contact over
there? If so could you forward this information on to them.

Thanks.

I have forwarded this information on to NMFS already. I'll touch base with them ASAP about a
possible meeting in the near future. I'll be back in contact with you.

1




----- Original Message-----

From: Steven Chappell [mailto:SChappell@SuisunRCD.org]

Sent: Monday, November 28, 2011 3:45 PM

To: Wickens, David M SPN

Subject: RE: Chipps Island Violation at Club 915 (UNCLASSIFIED)

Dave,

Thank for the information. Could you send me a copy of the Corps letter to Mr. Sweeny.
What's the next step in this process?

Steve

----- Original Message-----

From: Wickens, David M SPN [mailto:David.M.Wickens@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Wednesday, November 23, 2011 3:15 PM

To: SChappell@SuisunRCD.org
Subject: Chipps Island Violation at Club 915 (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Steve,

I apologize, you were not copied on our violation letter that went out to John Sweeney at
Club 915.

Attached is the notice of violation letter and his response.
We are still working on this violation.
Dave Wickens

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
SAN FRANGISCO DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
1455 MARKET STREET, 16™ FLOOR
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 24103-1398

0CT 24 2011

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Regulatory Division Certified Mail

Subject: File No. 2000-252570N
NOTICE OF ALLEGED VIOLATION

Mr. John Sweeney
171 Sandpiper Drive
Pitisburg, California 94565

Dear Mr. Sweeney:

This inquiry concerns an unauthorized activity for which you have identified yourself as the
responsible party. The property where the activity in question occurred is located on Chipps
Island, within the Suisun Marsh Primary Management Area, on property identified as “Club
915,” in Solano County, California (Please see attached map).

The unauthorized activity involves levee repair work you conducted at your property below
the High Tide Line (HTL) and Mean High Water (MHW) of Spoonbill Creek on August 17,
2011. Based on my site visit of September 16, 2011, and my conversation with you while on
site, you sunk a 40°x 10’ metal shipping container into the breached portion of your exterior
levee below the HTL and MHW of Spoonbill Creek then filled the container with approximately
150 cubic yards (cy) of dredged material. You estimated the total amount of fill material
discharged into Spoonbill Creek to complete the breach repair in question and other associated
work was approximately 1,200cy.

It is the Corps’ understanding that you completed the work in question with the intent of
receiving authorization under Department of the Army Regional General Permit 3 for Activities
in the Suisun Marsh (RGP3). Under authority of RGP3, the California Department of Fish and
Game (CDFQ) and landowners represented by the Suisun Marsh Conservation District (SRCD)
are authorized to work and place fill material in areas subject to Corps jurisdiction. Many factors
dictate a policy of strict adherence to all terms and conditions of RGP3.

The Corps has determined the levee work you conducted on your property (Club 915) does
not comply with the terms and conditions outlined in RGP3 and therefore is in violation of
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Act 0f 1899 (33 U.S.C. § 403). Landowners represented by the SRCD who do not obey the
terms and conditions of RGP3 can lose their SRCD representation and consideration of future
work activities under the RGP3.




2.

Please Note: all discharges of dredged or fill material occurring below the plane of ordinary
high water in non-tidal waters of the United States, or below the high tide line in tidal waters of
the United States, and within the lateral extent of wetlands adjacent to these waters typically
require Department of the Army authorization and the issuance of a permit under Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act. Waters of the United States generally include all waters which are
currently used, or were used in the past, or may be susceptible to use in interstate or foreign
commerce, including all waters which are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide; all interstate
waters including interstate wetlands; all other waters, the use degradation or destruction of which
could affect interstate or foreign commerce; all impoundments of waters otherwise defined as
waters of the United States; tributaries of the waters identified above; the territorial seas; and
wetlands adjacent to ail the waters identified above. Furthermore, all structures and work
occurring below the plane of mean high water in tidal waters of the United States, in former
- diked baylands currenily below mean high water, outside the limits of mean high water but
affecting the navigable capacity of tidal waters, or below the plane of ordinary high water in non-
tidal waters designated as navigable waters of the United States typically require Department of
the Army authorization and the issuance of a permit under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Act of 1899. Navigable waters of the United States generally include all waters subject to the
ebb and flow of the tide, and/or all waters presently used, or have been used in the past, or may
be susceptible for future use to transport interstate or foreign commerce. The term "structure®
includes, without limitation, any pier, boat dock, boat ramp, wharf, dolphin, weir, boom,
breakwater, bulkhead, revetment, riprap, jetty, artificial island or reef, permanent mooring
structure, power transmission line, permanently moored floating vessel, piling, or any other
obstacle or obstruction. The term "structure” does not include bridges and causeways
constructed in or over navigable ot tidal waters of the United States, since this regulatory
responsibility bas been delegated to the U.S. Coast Guard under the Department of
Transportation Act of 1966 (Pub. L. No. 89-670). The term "work" includes, without limitation,
any dredging or disposal of dredged material, filling, or other modification of a navigable watet
of the United States. '

The provisions of 33 C.E.R. Section 326.3 direct the District Engineer to commence an initial
investigation of any unauthorized work, structures, and associated dredged or fill material
discharges in waters of the United States to determine the appropriate administrative and/or
legal actions to be pursued. In the event the alleged violation is subsequently confirmed,
administrative actions could include a voluntary restoration of the site, an order requiring the
completion of initial corrective measures to alleviate imuninent adverse impacts to aguatic
resources, and/or the issuance of an after-the-fact Department of the Army Permit to authorize
any remaining work, structures, and dredged or fill materia! discharges in waters of the United
States. Administrative actions could further include the use of Class I or Class II civil fines for
violations under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Legal actions could include the initiation
of civil or criminal proceedings when circumstances warrant such action.




Section 309 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1319) provides penalties for violation of
Section 301 (33 U.S.C. § 1311) of the Clean Water Act. Pursuant to Section 301, it is illegal to
discharge any dredged or fill material without a permit issued by the Corps of Engineers
pursuant to Section 404 (33 U.S.C. § 1344) of the Clean Water Act. A person may be subject to
civil penalties of as much as $37,500 per day for each violation. Furthermore, the law also
allows criminal penalties for violations. For the most egregious of those violations, the law
provides for imprisonment for as much as 15 years, or fines of up to $1,000,000 for a violation
(or even higher in some circumstances) (33 U.S.C. § 1319; 18 U.S.C. § 3571).

Under Section 12 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C, § 406), a person
convicted of violating Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act may be subject to a criminal fine
of up to $2,500.00, or by imprisomment for up to one year, or by both such punishments.

Section 12 of the Act further authorized the Court to enforce the removal of any structure erected
in violation of the Act. For the most egregious violations of the Act, a person or an organization
who violates any provision of the Act may be subject to a criminal fine of not more than
$100,000.00 or $200,000.00, respectively (or even higher in some circumstances) (18 U.S.C. §
3571).

To facilitate completion of our initial investigation, you are requested to provide this office
the information specified in the enclosed Investigation Questionnaire within fifteen (15) days of
receipt of this letter; this requested information may be held against you in the event of any
subsequent legal action. You are further requested to contact this office within this timeframe to
allow Regulatory staff to formulate any required resofution. You are advised to cease any
ongoing work that may be occurring in waters of the United States.

You may refer any questions on this matter to Mr. David Wickens of my Regulatory staff by
telephone at (415) 503-6787 or by e-mail at david. m.wickens@usace.army.mil. All
correspondence should be addressed to the Regulatory Division, North Branch, referencing the
file number at the head of this lctter.

Si 1
e VGINAL iGNED

LAURIE A, MONAHRES

CHIEF, REG. DlV
pAA St ] NORTH BRANCH

Chief, Regulatory Division

Enclosure




Copy Furnished (w/o encl):

US Attorney, San Francisco, CA
US EPA, San Francisco
US FWS, Sacramento, CA

' US NMFS, Long Beach, CA

US NMFS, Santa Rosa, CA
CA RWQCB, Oakland, CA
CA DFG, Napa, CA

CA BCDC, San Francisco, CA
CA CC, San Francisco, CA

CF:
CESPN-R Rdg File
CESPN-R-N (Wickens)




November 2, 2011

Department of the Army
1455 Market Street, 16t Floor
San Francisco Ca 94103-1398

Dear Ms. Hicks-

[ have received the notice of alleged violation regarding the work I have started at
Chipps Island club #915. The letter is unclear as to what the possible violation really
is and also incorrect in that we are not working on spoonbill creek. Mr. Wickens has
been to the property first hand to inspect the work and calculate the dirt moved and
review my plan so he has all the calcs for materials moved.

[ have attached the original correspondence with both Mr. Wickens and SRCD who
helped me apply for the emergency permit to fix a major levee break on the island.
As you will notice the alleged violation was the main focus of my possible fix short
term for the levee. So it seems odd that its now being questioned rather than prior

to the permit being issued.

The facts are as follows. | purchased a property which is known as Chipps Island.
The seller left the property and removed a large barge which had been tied to the
levee for years. Shortly after his leaving the levee failed and created a 20 foot wide
breach into our dredger ditch not Spoonbill Slough. I called SRCD and they gave me
Mr. Wickens number and email. Upon explain my plan and issue, Mr. Wickens felt
the permit should be an RGP-3. So 1 then asked SRCD to help me apply for it as I had
never done one. They filled out the plan and emailed it to Mr. Wickens. A permit was

approved and | began work.

The Island is mostly peat dirt and as such quality fill or material Is limited, Also after
meeting with Dutra and several other levee companies it was deemed unlikely a
rock fix would work as the peat would just sink and so would the rock. [ then looked
at alternative ways to create a way to stop the tidal action which would then allow
me to dry out the high ground behind the break and in 2012 grade and move the dry
material behind the temporary dam. After the new material was placed behind the
container it would them be removed. The idea came from the New Orleans flood and
the Army corp which tried and used these containers to make temporary dams.

Upon starting the levee fix I decided to try and fix the levee without the help ofa
container or barge and began to fill a small cut inside chipps to try and stop the flow
with a horseshow design. This looked to be working but after two weeks adding
materials onto the coffer dam the dam kept subsiding and the tidal flow was daily
erasing most of my work. I got the dam to an elevation about two feet below max
high tide and at that point realized 1 would not have enough material or time to
waste or the dam would break on the next high tide cycle some three days away.




I then looked online and found the website which showed how the New Orleans
containers were used and bought a new 40 steel container and floated it to Chipps
Island. The contalner was then pumped full of water and then filled with mud.
Within two hours the breach was completely stopped. I opened the flood gates and
began draining the water behind it. The coffer dam will then be used to get the
graders across to the fields to move dry material to create the new levee behind the
container. After it dry and is finished I would flood island via flood gates and then
with pressure on the new levee from the back remove the container leaving a
finished dirt levee.

I have only done my best to fix the break with the resources I had available and
funds. Never have I not said or told everyone what I was trying to do. The temporary
levee fix worked beyond my expectations and should be a standard army corp
emergency option for all delta land owners. The main savings is in material as you
lose so much trying to fill a break while its tidal which sends most of the material
into the river. I think any small levee break could be stopped in hours with this
concept and then everyone has time to decide how to get material to repair the
actual levee.

As I told Mr. Wickens the container is there to stop the tidal flow and allow us to dry
out the land of which we will then use to finish the levee repair. If the coffer dam
had worked we wouldn’t have used anything but the peat was to wet.

] see no reason this has been called an alleged violation. If the work is not finished
and we have to wait till next summer to get dry material shouldn’t the levee be
reviewed when the flx is completed?

I would be more than happy to do whatever the Army Corp wants but just don’t
understand why this has been made an {ssue and now called a possible violation.
Please advise me on how you want to see this resolved.

john Sweeney

fos Island
686-0907
Sandpiper Dr
Pittsburg CA 94565




INVESTIGATION QUESTIONNAIRE
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
San Francisco District, Regulatory Division

File No. 2000-252570N

Date: 24-October-2011

Addressed To:
Mr. John Sweaney
171 Sandpiper Drive
Pitisburg, Califomia 84565
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UTM: Region Norths East:

Assesor Parcel Number:

Desaribe location {relationm to towns, roads, buildings, sta.):

Name of Waterbody, if known:

Details of the Aotivity:

prior to this notification, were you aware of this activity taking place? SgE g

When did the activity begin? jlbl/{/

Was the work discontimued? : Aj}/ﬂ"‘

When?

Was the work complated? w

Is tha work still in progress? \‘I eé, — Lo ¥l X1 %

Pleass desoribe the work in detail, including the puxpose of the work, F’/X //M (L.

Levre (areachh o \wretwe ledee. . ST
\ ~py  Prtaanay XSS

bt \oeluwy ~n DockQua rexa—

_Brcags Ae Dot peltiel

Was any f£ill material imported to the site? (Specify type(s) of material discharged and the
amount of each type im cubic yards.)

How was the material placed (discharged)? E%‘QW-

Was any grading pexformed associated with the activity? ANO — A L{ C’ot/‘-
26 pRar do :
Veuw/a X_.




Was any disoing performed associated with the activity? Plesase explain the history of
discing performed on the site.

Wers you aver informed by any other permit issuing agency that a Department of the Army

permit may be required?
JES

Are you one of the peraong responsible for the activity? \{ prg

Are you opsrating a business that is associated with the activity? ND

1z the activity in question mupexvised by you or by others whom you employ? # _QS

#ill you allow Corps of Enginesrs’ perscnnel access to the gite to verify the nature of the

TTTME. Wik s Bureniy Baan 4oS i

Parmits obtained prior to commencement of work!

Department of tha Army Pexrmit #: \f€c7
A Nhen?
CA Department of Fish & Game Permit #:
Nhen?
Ch Regional Water Quality Control Board Pexmit #:
' When?
Local Pexmit #:
When?

Additional Information:

Please submit any other information and/or photographs which, in your opinion, may be
pertinsnt to the Corps of Engineers’ evaluation of the activity and the determination om !
whether the activity occurrsed in jurladiotional waters of the tUnited States. ,
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From: Wickens, David M SPN [David.M.Wickens@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2012 9:18 AM

To: SChappell@SuisunRCD.org

Subject: RE: [Water_news] DWR California Water News- January 4, 2012 (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

We received his response to our letter and understand he has contacted the media. However,
our position remains the same--the container must be removed.

Z Steven Chappell
|

The landowner is aware of our position: the container is unauthorized fill material and in
violation of the Clean Water Act. Penalties for violating the CWA are not good,..."shall be
punishable by a fine of not less than $2,500 or more than $25,000 per day of violation, or by
imprisonment for not more than one year, or by both." I will make a strong case that it's in
violation of Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act too. I'm not a mind reader so I don't
know if he hasn't put forth a plan to remove the container because he refuses to or because
he doesn't want to (and is thus, dragging his feet on the matter). My advice to him would be
immediate compliance. I don't think media coverage will help his position. This isn't one to
fight us on.

As T mentioned before, I believe I can present a strong case for a violation of the
aforementioned laws we administer. I also believe I can find support from EPA, FWS, NMFS,
RWQCB, BCDC, and F/G in my enforcement efforts. Not to mention from your RCD.

My plan is to escalate the matter by the first week of February if the landowner does not
come forth with a plan for removal. If I receive a plan from the landowner I will coordinate
with you and the other agencies about how we move forward.

----- Original Message-----

From: Steven Chappell [mailto:SChappell@SuisunRCD.org]

Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2012 8:24 AM

To: Wickens, David M SPN

Subject: RE: [Water_news] DWR California Water News- January 4, 2012
(UNCLASSIFIED)

Dave,

I understand that Mr. Sweeny also took the Channel 7 Bay Area news folks out to the site as
well. One of my Board Members saw it on the evening news.

Is anything proceeding on this enforcement case? Dan Logan of NMFS asked about it yesterday
at the SMP Regulatory Group meeting.

Steve

----- Original Message-----

From: Wickens, David M SPN [mailto:David.M.Wickens@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2012 2:33 PM

To: SChappell@SuisunRCD.org

Subject: RE: [Water_news] DWR California Water News- January 4, 2012
(UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED




Caveats: NONE
Steve,
Thanks for the info.

Laurie Monarres and I would like to call into the meeting tomorrow. If this is possible could
we get a call in number?

Thanks,
Dave

----- Original Message-----

From: Steven Chappell [mailto:SChappell@SuisunRCD.orgl

Sent: Monday, January 09, 2012 1:47 PM

To: Wickens, David M SPN

Subject: FW: [Water _news] DWR California Water News- January 4, 2012

Dave,

This is the link to the more complete News 10 footage at Chipps Island.

Steve

From: Chappell, Erin [mailto:chappell@water.ca.gov]

Sent: Friday, January 06, 2012 7:47 AM

To: 'SChappell@SuisunRCD.org’

Subject: FW: [Water_news] DWR California Water News- January 4, 2012

Okay, the other video was a follow up to this one. Here's the original news report...

Department of Water Resources
California Water News
A daily compilation for DWR personnel of significant news articles and comment

January 4, 2011



Delta island owner seeks feds' OK for quick levee fix
<http://www.news1@.net/news/article/171153/2/Delta-island-owner-seeks-feds-0
K

-for-quick-levee-fix>

George Warren, KXTV News10, Sacramento

The owner of a private island in the Delta who found a quick and inexpensive way to repair a
broken levee is trying to convince the federal government the technique could save lives and
property elsewhere.
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DWR's California Water News is distributed to California Department of Water Resources
management and staff, for information purposes, by the DWR Public Affairs Office. For
reader's services, including new subscriptions, temporary cancellations and address changes,
please use the online page:

http://listhost2.water.ca.gov/mailman/listinfo/water news . DWR operates and maintains the
State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood control and inspection services, assists
local water districts in water management and water conservation planning, and plans for
future statewide water needs.

Inclusion of materials is not to be construed as an endorsement of any programs, projects, or
viewpoints

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE




Format Dynamics :: CleanPrir - hitp://www.news10.net/news/article/! " "153/2/Delta-isl... Page 1 0f2

SACRAMENTO - STOCKTON - MODESTO

Delta island dwner
seeks feds' OK for
quick levee fix

7:24 PM, Jan 3, 2012 | comments

Written by
George Warren
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PITTSBURG, CA - The owner of a private
island in the Delta who found a quick and
inexpensive way to repair a broken levee is
trying to convince the federal government
the technique could save lives and property
elsewhere.

John Sweeney said a levee breach last
summer threatened to inundate his 1,000
acre Chipps Island, which lies across the
Sacramento River from Pittsburg.

"We first tried to fix it the old fashioned way
by horseshoeing around it with dirt,"
Sweeney explained. "But every time we put
the dirt on it, it would just wash back out at
high tide."

Sweeney eventually floated a 40-foot steel
shipping container out to the island and
carefully sank it in the breach by filling it
with mud.

He plans to replace the container with a
permanent dirt or rock berm later this

year.

Sweeney got the idea from news reports of
shipping containers filled with gravel being
used during the Hurricane Katrina crisis in
New Orleans.

Sweeney was later surprised to get a letter
from the US Army Corps of Engineers telling
him placement of the shipping container in
the levee may have violated the terms of a
repair permit because it was not a
recognized levee repair material.

Sweeney, 41, made his fortune by selling
an outdoor advertising business in 2001
and owns a total of three Delta islands that
are all at risk for future levee breaks.

He contacted News10 to publicize his levee
fix in an attempt to gain official acceptance.

°If the Army Corps did a little research and
saw this, | think this could be a widely-
appreciated way to fix any levee break,"
Sweeney said.
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The Corps of Engineers' San Francisco
division did not immediately respond to
email and phone messages seeking
comment.

by George Warren,

News10/KXTV
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